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A critical ingredient of most 
modern democracies is that 
the people’s consent to be gov-
erned is expressed through vot-

ing in a free and fair election on the basis 
of universal and equal suffrage. Elections 
are thus the “sine qua non” and barom-
eter among a plethora of other variables 
of any democracy, offering citizens an 
opportunity to freely choose leaders of 
their choice to represent them in a plural-
istic system of representative government.

The free choice of leaders depends 
on first, the atmosphere in which elections 
are held — with emphasis on freely allow-
ing all participating political parties unfet-
tered access to the electorate to sell their 
manifestos, and second, the administration 
of the election which puts confidence in 
the electorate that their vote will matter.

Under the current Zimbabwe political 
scenario, these two most important ingre-
dients (political environment and the ad-
ministration of that election) for a free and 
fair election which produces uncontested 
results is lacking from the political reci-
pe outlined in the election road-map that 
political parties are still squabbling over.

It is against this background 
that the prevailing political environ-
ment in Zimbabwe is not conducive for 
the holding of free and fair elections. 

The institution in charge of adminis-
tering elections is discredited and lacks the 
institutional capacity and financial resourc-
es to conduct elections; hence the year 2012 
cannot be a year for elections but a year 
for work on democratic electoral reforms. 

Holding elections in 2012 before 
electoral reforms and a change in po-
litical culture will be a mere political 
ritual and facade to mask an unpopu-
lar dictatorial and authoritarian regime.

The signing of the Global Politi-
cal Agreement and the consummation of 
the unity government was a transitional 
mechanism to put an end to political vio-
lence, work towards peace, restore eco-
nomic stability, author a new constitution 
and prepare for the holding of free and 
fair elections under a level playing field. 

The continued squabbling and ut-
ter disregard by Zanu PF of this ar-
rangement show that the unity govern-
ment has outlived its usefulness and 
is now teetering on the verge of col-
lapse hence the need for an election that 
will usher a new political dispensation.

The eminent need for an election has 
broad consensus, the great question of the 
day remains when and the environment in 
which the next election will be conducted. 

An election for the sake of holding 
an election will neither improve the qual-
ity of life for ordinary citizens nor help 
Zimbabwe rejoin the family of nations 
from which it has been booted out because 
its democracy and governance deficits.

Globally, because of its univer-
sality, democracy is now a subject of 
broad consensus, high on the prior-
ity list of the international community.

The following are the major issues 
concerning the environment and the ad-
ministration of elections which if unre-

solved, Zanu PF is guaranteed of another 
disputed “victory” and the region should 
either prepare for the facilitation of yet 
another unity government or prepare to 
protect citizens from a war spill-over into 
their countries when Zimbabweans get 
fed up and confront the regime head on.

The major stumbling block to peo-
ple’s free expression of who they want 
to represent them in Zimbabwe at the 
moment is violence, intimidation and 
general closure of democratic space. 

The bloody clashes witnessed 
in Chitungwiza recently are reminis-
cent of the 2008 sham elections and 
cause physical and psychological tor-
ment to the victims and witnesses of 
such inhuman acts of political terrorism. 

Equally some perpetrators of such cal-
lous acts are not spared from trauma since 
most of them are doing it either for money 
or to please the likes of  Saviour Kasuku-
were who are the Godfathers of violence.

Violent tendencies by a political 
party are worrying, but the possession 

of a well oiled infrastructure and as-
sociated paraphernalia for violence by 
a political party which purports to rep-
resent people’s interests is disgusting.

In one of Zanu PF’s post 2008 
songs, the kongonya dancing women 
loudly and unashamedly sung: “zvikara-
mba toita zva June”  (If we fail we 
will resort to the June 2008 strategy).

If the levels of unrepentence and 
celebration of impunity in Zanu PF are 
not curbed, violence will become a fast 
spreading political tumour impeding na-
tional healing with the possibility of the 
country sliding back into a violent epoch 
characterised by loss of limbs and lives.

It is now time that the people of Zimba-
bwe come together within their communities 
and device peaceful strategies of ensuring 
that “zvaJune” will never be repeated again. 

Until and unless the people of Zim-
babwe are guaranteed that “zvaJune” 
will not happen again, the holding of an 
election will just serve the purpose of le-
gitimising a discredited regime which 

is now surviving on violence and thug-
gery to usurp state power from the lead-
ers Zimbabweans will have chosen.

The use of state security appara-
tus either to perpetrate violence directly 
or commanding the violent lumben ele-
ments in Zanu PF is well documented in 
a report by the Crisis in Zimbabwe Coali-
tion entitled: “The military factor in Zim-
babwe’s political and electoral affairs”.

It is a fact that Zanu PF has over 
the years relied on militarising socio-
economic and politico-electoral af-
fairs of the state to block civilian par-
ticipation in key national processes.

If the involvement of the military 
in swaying the vote through the envi-
ronment and their involvement in the 
administration of elections is not ad-
dressed, there is no point of going into an 
election whose outcome is predictable.

The police have played a “midfield-
er” role for Zanu PF in the electoral pro-
cesses in Zimbabwe through deliberate 

Continued on Page 2 

FLASHBACK: Scenes like these are beginning to play themselves out in Zimbabwe as political parties send the clearest signal yet that they are gear-
ing up for elections. However, conditions for a free and fair election have not yet been set, casting doubt on the credibility of the poll should it happen 
before the necessary reforms are adopted.-zimbabweinpictures.com
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Rights discourse neglecting people’s standard of  life

Collectively, 
civil soci-
ety activists, 
the media 
and pro-de-

mocracy political parties 
have failed to give due 
regard to the centrality of 
people’s standard of life to 
the rights discourse. A pe-
rusal of the current rights 
and governance discourse 
on Zimbabwe would leave 
one with the mistaken 
impression that the most 
pressing issues of today for 
the majority of the people 
of Zimbabwe is the craft-
ing of a new constitution, 
legislative amendments to 
give full effect to the right 
to freedom of expression or 
the implementation of the 
numerous outstanding is-
sues in terms of the Global 
Political Agreement that 
gave rise to the inclusive 
government in power since 
February 2009. 

A baseline survey 
of the real issues affect-
ing ordinary Zimbabwe-
ans from all walks of life 
would reveal a different set 
of priority issues –which 
unfortunately, because of 
the framing of the rights 
discourse, those issues are 
not receiving adequate at-
tention. 

Following hard on the 
heels of a devastating 2008 

cholera outbreak in Zimba-
bwe which left over 4 000 
people dead and some 100 
000 infected, earlier this 
month Harare announced 
the outbreak of typhoid. 
These outbreaks are a di-
rect result of bad gover-
nance and failure by the lo-
cal and central government 
authorities to take clear 
steps to ensure attainment 
of the highest standards of 
physical and mental health 
by citizens. The crisis in 
the health sector is more 
severe and urgent than the 
otherwise fashionable dis-
cussions around civil and 
political rights. Further, 
there is little attempt being 
made to connect the plum-
meting standards of living 
to governance failure and 
gross negligence in meet-
ing people’s basic needs. 

The city of Harare 
continues to face severe 
water shortages largely due 
to a failure to secure wa-
ter purification chemicals. 
Well off residents have re-
sorted to privately drilling 
boreholes while the majori-
ty of Harare residents in the 
high-density suburbs resort 
to digging shallow wells 
for water. These challenges 
rarely make the headlines 
as media organizations and 
rights activists are focusing 
primarily on the politics of 

the elite. The same goes 
for the incessant electricity 
cuts. 

The standard of life 
for ordinary Zimbabweans 
has taken a massive plunge 
since 2000. Today, unem-
ployment levels are above 
90% and over 70% of the 
people live on less than a 
dollar per day. Statistics 
on mothers who lose their 
lives during child birth are 
horrific. Reviving public 
service infrastructure to 
cater for health, education 
and transportation should 
be a high priority for allo-
cation of government funds 
by finance minister Biti. 
Rights and pro-democracy 
activists should deliber-
ately focus on highlighting 
the plight of ordinary Zim-
babweans and use the poor 
living conditions which are 
clearly as a result of bad 
governance, as a mobilizing 
tool to get Zimbabweans to 
demand better living and 
governance conditions. 

Failure to clearly 
articulate the direct link 
between our poor living 
conditions and bad gov-
ernance has left a vacuum 
that ZANU-PF and other 
supporters of the old re-
gime have filled up with 
propaganda that wrongly 
suggests that the so-called 
‘sanctions’ are to blame for 

the current economic melt-
down. At a populist level 
of rhetoric, defenders of 
the old regime have at least 
spoken to the issues that 
resonate with the majority 
of Zimbabweans although 
they have taken no action 
to improve conditions of 
life for ordinary Zimba-
bweans. 

The elaborate patron-
age system that has kept 
the old regime in place 
feeds on the principle of in-
dividual enrichment (at the 
expense of the majority) 
in exchange for continued 
support. Without a direct 
link to socio-economic 
conditions, the gospel of 
civil and political rights 
is robbed of its galvaniz-
ing and mobilizing power. 
There is urgent need to re-
align the rights and gover-
nance discourse to focus 
on people-centred policies 
and ways to improvement 
living conditions for the 
majority of Zimbabweans 
presently living in squalor. 

The struggle to 
transform Zimbabwe will 
largely depend on the abil-
ity of activists and political 
protagonists to focus on 
those issues that resonate 
with the majority of ordi-
nary Zimbabweans. Bread 
and butter issues. For last-
ing improvements in so-

cial conditions and in the 
quality of life of the largest 
number of Zimbabweans, it 
is necessary to ensure that 
the political matrix is cor-
rect. A comprehensive way 
to address these challenges 
would be to understand 
these challenges in the con-
text of a failure of political 
leadership.

For political pro-
tagonists, focus should not 
merely be on having the 
necessary administrative 
mechanisms in place to run 
elections, but to ensure that 
there are sufficient mecha-
nisms to guarantee human 
security and to prevent 
violence. The yardstick 
for measurement is not 
whether political parties 
feel ready for elections, but 
whether the security of the 
people is guaranteed and 
the people feel confident 
about the protection mech-
anisms available. Until po-
litical debate completely 
shifts away from elitist 
constructions of what our 
crisis is about, to focus on 
improvement the lives of 
ordinary people, mobiliz-
ing the masses will remain 
a singular challenge.

feedback:
coordinator@crisiszimba-
bwe.org

From Front Page 
misinterpretation of Posa 
to ban meetings of the op-
position and, through se-
lective application of the 
law, allowing perpetra-
tors of violence to com-
mit crimes with impunity. 

The police needs to 
be non-partisan and be at 
the centre of ensuring that 
campaigning is conducted 
in a free and fair man-
ner in the next election. 

The use of arbitrary 
arrests as a restrictive tool 
to the operations of the 
opposition is deplorable.

By voting, the elector-
ate hope at least to commu-
nicate their preferences for 
government policy through 
selection of leaders.

S i m u l t a n e o u s l y , 
candidates, political par-
ties, and interest groups 
hope to attract the elec-
torate to their causes.

Electioneering thus 
becomes a communica-
tion issue. Unfettered 
access to the electorate 
need not be only physical. 

The media has great 
influence on how people 
behave and their behav-
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iour in expressing who 
they want to represent 
them is not an exception.

The monopolisation 
of state media by Zanu PF, 
reducing the national news-
papers and broadcasters to 
their mouthpieces has to be 
addressed before any seri-
ous election in Zimbabwe. 

All political parties 
have to be given voice 
in the media to sale their 
manifestos and civic soci-
ety organisations should 
also be allowed to educate 
the people on politico-
electoral affairs as an aid-
ing tool to decision making.

As the number of 
people who are supposed 
to cast votes in an election 
increase, the difficulty of 
conducting that election 
increases, necessitating 
the creation of an institu-
tion that will be tasked 
with running the election. 

Proper administra-
tion of elections creates 
confidence in the elector-
ate so that their vote will 
matter and hence they 
will cast their votes in 
large numbers address-
ing the problem of apathy. 

An institution tasked 
with election administration 
must thrive to be neutral and 
non-partisan for them to 
build faith in the electorate 
across the political divide. 

The choice of the 
people to lead an institu-
tion that administers elec-
tion must be above board 
to convince the electorate 
that they are not repre-
senting anyone’s interests.

The Zimbabwe Elec-
tion Commission (Zec) 
must be independently 
well-resourced to ensure 
they administer the election 
independently without beg-
ging for support from peo-
ple that have vested inter-
ests in the election outcome.

These are some 
of the properties of an 
election administration 
body which puts confi-
dence in the electorate

The opposite is mostly 
true for the administration 
of elections in Zimbabwe. 
The allegations of vote 
rigging may not be just a 
mere allegation but a fact. 

Zec is dominated by, 
and often receives train-
ings from members of 

the army, police, CIO, 
war veterans and die-
hard Zanu (PF) officials.

The director for public 
relations Shupikai Mashere-
ni is a soldier with the army 
Public Relations Director-
ate and a known staunch 
Zanu PF sympathiser. 

The former chairman 
of Zec, Retired Brigadier 
General George Mutandwa 
Chiweshe is a war veteran 
and serious bootlicker of  
President Robert Mugabe, 
for his role in delaying the 
announcement and temper-
ing with election results in 
the 2008 watershed election, 
Judge Chiweshe has been 
promoted to be Judge Pres-
ident and only God knows 
what he will do next to get 
recognition from Mugabe.

Although there has 
been some changes at the 
board level, the appointment 
of the Zec secretariat should 
above board be civilian.

The running of an 
election does not re-
quire super-natural mili-
tary acumen and hence 
should be left to civilians. 

Zec should be run in-
dependently without influ-

ence from the executive if it 
is to impartially administer 
elections otherwise we will 
have a situation were the 
player becomes the referee.

Before the inde-
pendence of Zec is ad-
dressed there is need to 
begin discussions on using 
technology to enhance ef-
ficiency, finding ways of 
ensuring that delimitation 
is not used to help can-
didates win an election, 
opening up voter registra-
tion for civil society and 
observation of the election. 

If the administration 
of election is addressed 
the people of Zimbabwe 
will continue not to have 
faith in the election pro-
cess and the apathy lev-
els will remain pathetic.

It is for these reasons 
and against this background 
of failed elections, that 
next year election should 
be halted because of the 
enormous work that still 
needs to be done to ensure 
that both the environment 
and the administration of 
the next election will pro-
duce uncontestable results 
which will pave way for 

the establishment of a gov-
ernment by the people and 
working for the people.

Democratic forc-
es should begin work-
ing together towards 
cornering the regime to 
put in place reforms be-
fore the next election.
Equally, Sadc and the AU in 
their capacity as the guaran-
tors of the GPA should use 
their political leverage to 
force the regime to imple-
ment reforms by refusing 
to recognise the results of 
a flawed election process.

The region, the con-
tinent and the interna-
tional community have 
become key political 
players on the Zimba-
bwean political landscape. 
If there are no democratic 
reforms, the next elec-
tion will be a mere politi-
cal ritual and a facade to 
mask the unpopular self 
destructing dictatorial re-
gime of Robert Mugabe.

Beloved Chiweshe is with 
the Crisis in Zimbabwe 
Coalition Advocacy Unit
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Still more needs to be done on violence against women

It is that time of the year once again – 
no, not Christmas time! It is that time 
when we commemorate the 16 Days of 

Activism against Gender Based Violence 
from 25 November to 10 December.  There 
has been so much talk around peace of 
late, especially in Zimbabwe and this is a 
good step considering this year’s 16 Days 
theme, “From peace in the home to peace 
in the world: Let’s challenge militarism and 
end violence against women.” With such 
in mind, it is useful that each person plays 
their role in ensuring sustainable peace 
from their personal space to the public 
space and of course, the duty bearers have 
the greater responsibility to ensure protec-
tion and security for women. Five key as-
pects fall into place with this year’s theme 
and thus activism will be centered on these.

Perhaps before delving into the key 
areas of activism, it is prudent to define 
militarism which in this case is defined by 
the Center for Women’s Global Leadership 
as an ideology that creates a culture of fear 
and supports the use of violence, aggression 
or military inventions for settling disputes 
and enforcing political and economic inter-
ests. Moreover, militarism also privileges 
certain violent forms of masculinity, which 
often has grave consequences for the true 
safety and security of women. In this light, 
this year’s 16 Days commemorations firstly 
zero in on bringing women, peace and hu-

man rights 
movements 
to challenge 
militarism in 
all its forms. 
This can 
be done by 
utilizing in-
te rna t ional 
tools such as 
the Beijing 
Platform for 
Action, CE-
DAW, Secu-
rity Council’s 
Resolutions 1325, 1820, 188, 1889, and 
1960 on Women, Peace, Security and more 
to hold our governments accountable for pro-
tecting and respecting the rights of women.

Secondly, it is imperative that the 
proliferation of small arms and their role 
in domestic violence be challenged during 
this year’s activism. The reality of women 
dying a violent death in a home where there 
is a fire arm is more real than many of us 
ever anticipate. It is therefore important 
that we begin to acknowledge these lived 
realities for some women speak out on the 
sale, trade, proliferation and misuse of such 
small arms.  Thirdly, sexual violence in and 
after conflict is an issue that is at the centre 
of the 16 Days in 2011. Rape is often used 
as a weapon to humiliate and drive fear 

into women’s lives 
as wars are fought 
on their bodies. Al-
though some action 
has been taken to-
wards dealing with 
this issue, a lot still 
needs to be done to 
ensure the security 
and safety of wom-
en in conflict times. 

In Zimbabwe 
today as is the case 
in many areas of the 
world, political vio-

lence is an issue that leaves women at the 
very heart of conflict aftermath. Reflecting 
on this, it could be useful to begin some sort 
of activism in line with the fourth issue of 
this year’s theme that deals with political vi-
olence against women including pre, during 
and post election violence. As Zimbabwe is 
undergoing a constitutional reform process 
and is anticipating an election, violence, as 
has been the case in the last couple of weeks, 
is on the increase. A close look at trends will 
inform us that this is likely to increase as the 
referendum and election draw close with the 
various parties entering a full swing cam-
paign mode. In this light, let us come to-
gether and begin to shun political violence 
as it has a negative impact on women’s lives 
and discourages them from actively par-

ticipating on the democratization agenda.
Lastly, this year’s 16 Days commem-

orations are centered around sexual and 
gender based violence committed by state 
agents, particularly the police and mili-
tary. As we begin to finalize our plans for 
16 Days of Activism against gender based 
violence, let us not forget how civil soci-
ety in Zimbabwe has been calling for se-
curity sector reforms. This will enable the 
creation of a safe and secure environment 
for women to participate and also live their 
lives without fear; harassment and intimi-
dation from the various security sectors. 

It is everyone’s responsibility to en-
sure that the environment in the home, 
community, nation and worlds at large 
is such that women can freely live their 
lives and explore their being. The above 
mentioned issues can be a rallying point 
for you wherever it is that you are, so that 
we can all come together and ensure that 
there is sustainable peace in the home and 
world by denouncing militarism and fa-
cilitating the creation of a safe and secure 
world where women are able to excel to 
their best ability. Zimbabwe needs this as 
is the same with the rest of the world so let 
us begin to make a difference today, right 
now and be a part of the 16 Days of Activ-
ism Against Gender Based Violence 2011!

Grace Chirenje-Nachipo is an activist 

Wilful disregard of basic rights goes against the grain of reform 
“We cannot have a situation where people 
decide to sit in places not allowed and 
when police remove them they say no. We 
can’t have that. That is a revolt to the sys-
tem. Some are crying that they were beaten. 
Yes you will be thoroughly beaten. When 
the police say move you move. If you don’t 
move, you invite the police to use force.” 
- President Robert Mugabe, addressing del-
egates at the Zimbabwe embassy in Cairo, 
Egypt, on the arrest, torture and mistreat-
ment of 15 trade unionists in Zimbabwe, 

September 23, 2006.

February 2009 marked the birth 
of a new political dispensa-
tion in Zimbabwe which many 
hoped would successfully 
drive the democratic agenda 

forward. Despite commitments made by 
the inclusive government to put in place 
democratic reforms, Zimbabweans are 
still faced with authoritarian laws that 
inhibit fundamental freedoms, nurture 
violence, harassment and intimidation 
of pro-democracy forces in Zimbabwe. 
The retention by former ruling party 
ZANU-PF of key security institutions in 
the aftermath of the formation of the in-
clusive government has bred an insincerity 
so severe in character that it is becoming 
increasingly impossible for pro-democracy 
forces in Zimbabwe to conduct their work 
without hindrance from state security insti-
tutions such as the police and intelligence.  

Much of the agreement that pro-
vided the basis for the inclusive govern-
ment has not been implemented in either 
action or spirit. Violence and intimida-
tion linked to elections and the control 
of resources, including diamonds, are 
becoming more widespread. The insti-
tutions of the state continue to largely 
serve and support ZANU PF hegemony 
in direct contradiction to the agreement. 

Police have accelerated their restriction 
on freedom of assembly under the nefari-
ous Public Order and Security Act (POSA), 
arguing that they intend to maintain peace. 
However, the law is constantly being used 
to violently disrupt peaceful demonstrations 
and justify the arrest of civil society activ-
ists and perceived opponents of ZANU-
PF. A recent act of the abuse of POSA was 

when two Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition 
officers, Beloved Chiweshe and Maureen 
Gombakomba were arrested for allegedly 
contravening Section 24 (1) of the POSA 
on the 16th of November 2011. The pair 
was not formally charged.  

POSA, which is il-
legally used not only to 
disrupt internal meetings 
but to stop social gather-
ings, is an anathema to hu-
man rights, democracy, and 
freedom of expression and 
what is needed now is leg-
islation that makes police 
accountable when they ir-
responsibly invoke the law 
and  use excessive force. 
In addition, there is need 
for legislation that trains 
the police on issues of hu-
man rights and ensures that 
powers vested in the police, 
especially when it comes 
to regulating public gather-
ings, are left to the judiciary.
The government of Zim-
babwe must ensure that 
all arms of government 
uphold and respect basic 
freedoms including the 

freedoms of expression and association. 
The state should ensure that all laws con-
cur with regional and international statutes 
including the African Charter on Human 
and Peoples’ Rights and the International 

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
in protecting the political rights for all its 
citizens regardless of political affiliation. 

From the CiZC Information Desk, Harare. 

SYMBOL OF OPPRESSION: The Zimbabwe Republic Police has become a symbol 
of oppression in Zimbabwe given their treatment of pro-democracy forces and selec-
tive implementation of the country’s draconian security laws.-zimbabweinpictures.com



Fresh concerns on service delivery as typhoid outbreak grips Harare

In 2008, Zimbabwe witnessed a 
cholera outbreak which spread 
across many high density suburbs 
in Hare including Budiriro and Glen 

View. More than 800 lives were lost. 
Health experts mostly blamed the 

outbreak on chronic water shortages cou-
pled with overcrowding, inconsistent re-
fuse collection and poor sewer retention. 
To the great relief of Harare residents, the 
government, in combined efforts with non-
governmental organizations (NGOS) man-
aged to bring the outbreak under control.  

However, three years later, Ha-
rare is experiencing a Typhoid outbreak, 
largely attributed to water scarcity which 
has led to residents relying on unsafe 
water sources. Strangely, the City of 
Harare has turned a blind eye on the ty-
phoid outbreak as evidenced by the fail-
ure of the city’s health department to 
respond to the emerging health crisis.
 At least 50 people have reportedly been 
under observation while 21 have so far 
been hospitalized as a result of typhoid. 
It is believed that tens of cases have 
yet gone unreported. The typhoid fears 
come as residents are already on high 
alert for a possible return of cholera.

The Harare City Council has consis-
tently failed to provide clean, safe drink-
ing water to its residents. Some parts of 
Harare such as Glen Norah, Budiriro, 
Mufakose, Gunhill, Ruwa, Highlands, 
Mandara, Chisipite, Malbereign, Water-
falls, Borrowdale, Greendale, Hatcliffe 
and Highfields, go for months without 
running water while other areas includ-
ing Mabvuku, Tafara and Msasa Park last 
had running water in 2006.  These short-
ages have resulted in residents scrambling 
for access to water sources such as bore-
holes across the city. Borehole water is 
much safer than tap water. Throughout 
the city, groups of women and children 
carrying buckets of water have become 
common sight as they move from one 
unprotected water source to the other. 

Water is the essence of life. Safe 
drinking water and sanitation are indis-
pensable to sustain life and health and 
fundamental to the dignity of all.   In 
order to address the typhoid crisis and 
avoid yet another cholera outbreak, 
the inclusive government, through the 
City of Harare, must act swiftly and fo-
cus on the core genesis of the water cri-
sis in Harare – poor service delivery. 

Admittedly, the inclusive govern-

ment, formed in February 2009, inher-
ited a legacy of infrastructure destruc-
tion from the ZANU-PF government, 
which remarkably failed to address the 
growing needs of the city and therefore 
proceeded with unimaginative poli-
cies, the result of which is the near to-
tal collapse of service delivery in Ha-
rare and many other cities in Zimbabwe. 

While sanitation is not recognized 
as a self-standing right in Zimbabwe, the 
crises besetting all municipalities in Zim-

babwe provide clear evidence of the need 
to strongly consider the inclusion of such 
a right in the upcoming constitution. Re-
gional and International treaties including 
the International Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) and 
African charter on Human and People’s 
Rights (ACHPR) specifically require 
states to ensure everyone’s access to a 
sufficient amount of safe drinking water. 

In 2002, the United Nation Com-
mittee on Economic, Social and Cultural 

Rights insisted that all citizens have a 
right to “sufficient, safe, acceptable, phys-
ically accessible and affordable water for 
personal and domestic uses.” Hence, the 
government of Zimbabwe should fulfill 
its obligations by ensuring that safe wa-
ter is made available to all Zimbabwe-
ans regardless of their social and eco-
nomic standing to avert communicable 
diseases such as cholera and typhoid.

From the CiZC Information Desk, Harare. 

A CITY DEVOURING ITS OWN: These ex-
clusive pictures provide the clearest evidence 
of the demise of service delivery infrastructure 
across the city of Harare. They also show how 
unsafe Harare residents are and therefore prone 
to diseases such as cholera and typhoid. Worth 
noting is that scenes such as these are not just 
commonplace in Harare alone but the greater 
Zimbabwe, a serious indictement on the gov-
ernance structure.-zimbabweinpictures.com


